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Oxford v Cambridge, Sunday, 29 March, 2009 - 3.40pm
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United nations vs
homegrown talent

OXFORD has a squad of 25 featuring 11 different nationalities
competing for seats in the 2009 Race. There are eight from the
USA and seven from Britain, plus two from Germany, along with
individuals from Australia, Canada, Croatia, France, Holland,
Ireland, New Zealand and Poland. There are also several
internationals and Olympians within the squad.

Nearly two-thirds of the Cambridge squad of 23 is made up of
British rowers and coxes (15), with the addition of five Americans,
two Canadians and an Australian.

Despite being less experienced on paper, Cambridge crews did
well against their rivals in the annual Fours Head race on the
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Presidents are
ready for battle
on the water
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THE respective University
Boat Club Presidents —
Oxford’s Colin Smith and
Henry Pelly of Cambridge
— set the competitive tone
for the 155th Boat Race
contest next March.

The two returning Blues,
both 24, were once
members of the same GB
U23 squad, but are now
back to go head to head
after contrasting Boat
Race experiences in recent
years.

Smith, who stroked the
GB Eight to silver medals
at the Bejjing Olympics
and is taking an MBA at St
Catherine’s College, rowed
in the winning Oxford boat
of 2006, having lost in
both the Blue and Isis
boats of 2004 and 2005.

“Oxford has won five of
the last seven Boat Races
and we want to close the
gap to just four wins
between us, which is
amazing after 154 races,”
said Colin.

Pelly, who is studying
environmental design in
architecture at St
Edmund’s College, was
seated at 3 in the Light
Blue boat that lost by six
lengths in 2008.

“Cambridge has a
young and largely British
squad this year, but we are
determined to find the
Blue boat crew to reach
the milestone of 80
wins for the Light Blues in
the 800th anniversary year
of the University,” he said.
Also back in the running

for places in the Light Blue
boat are cox Rebecca
Dowbiggin and Americans
Shane O’'Mara and Ryan
Monaghan — Ryan having
replaced Shane at stroke
just days before the 2008
Race - plus Englishmen
Peter Marsland and Tom
Ransley.

Returning for the Dark
Blues are Americans Aaron
Marcovy (at 6 in 2008)
and Isis stroke Justin
Stangel, winning Isis cox,
Englishman Philip
Clausen-Thue, plus
Irishman Martin Walsh.

Two members of the
Oxford crew of 2007 are
also pushing for places —
Michal Plotkowiak from
Poland and Ante Kusurin
from Croatia.
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Colin Smith and
Henry Pelly
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THE 2009 Boat Race could turn
out to be a battle of the giants —
with the average height for

the two crews set to stretch
above the current 6’ 3” (1.9m)
record.

Some of the tallest oarsmen
ever to contest for places in
the famous Race include
Oxford’s Dutch Olympian
rower Sjoerd Hamburger at 6’
9” (2.05m), closely followed
by Americans Deaglan
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McEachern (Cambridge) and

Ben Harrison, plus New

Zealand international George

Bridgewater (both Oxford)
standing at 6’ 7” (2m).

No fewer than nine members
of the Cambridge squad stand
at 6’ 5” (1.95m) or more along

with seven of the Oxford
squad.

The tallest person ever to

row in the Boat Race is
Britain’s Olympic silver

Tideway course in early November.

A total of 22 British students are due to compete for Boat Race
places when the Trials take place on The Thames this week
(December 11 and 16).

Students from cities and towns like Birmingham, Sheffield,
Bradford and Macclesfield are up against fellow oarsmen from
Windsor, Guildford, Hove, Swindon and Ashford in Kent. There are
also seven Londoners involved.

Traditionally, the Trials feature eventual Blue boat members
divided between the two boats — a kind of possibles versus
probables contest on the demanding 4.25 mile Boat Race course.

Each squad decides on the names of the two contesting boats
on the day. Oxford have opted for Bull versus Bear, while
Cambridge have chosen Looks versus Personality.

medalist in the Eights in this
year’s memorable Beijing
Games, Josh West, who rowed
for Cambridge between
1999-2002 and came in at a
towering 6’ 9.5” (2.06m).

The smallest Boat Race
squad members on each side
are prospective Cambridge cox
Rebecca Dowbiggin 5’ 4”
(1.62m) and Oxford’s
Alexandra Girard from France
at 5’ 5” (1.65m).
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Oxford UBC Trial Eights at 11:10 on Thursday, 11 MEDIA CENTRE PHOTOGRAPHY AND FILM FOOTAGE CONTACTS

December. The Media Centre at Thames Rowing Club (Putney Available upon request from Sports Impact on 020 John Collard, Media Director — 07785 304 784
Media embark launch at 10:45. Embankment, London, SW15 1LB) will be open from: 8971 9230 or katef@sports-impact.com. or johnc@sports-impact.com

Cambridge UBC Trial Eights at 15:00 on Tuesday, 16 Thursday 11 December: 09:30-14:00

December. Tuesday 16 December: 13:30-17:30 INTERVIEW REQUESTS Kate Ferguson, Press Officer — 07834 772944
Media embark launch at 14:35. After each outing, representatives of the crews will be or katef@sports-impact.com

Those wanting a place in the Press launch, please INTERVIEWS made available for interview. If you have any specific

notify the press officer in advance and report to Interviews with crew members or coaches are available requests, please make these known to the media team. Tiffany Osborne, Press Officer - 07876 565546

Thames Rowing Club Media Centre 10 minutes before immediately after the races. Oxford will be at

embarkation. Waterproof, warm clothing is strongly Westminster School Boathouse and Cambridge will be GETTING THERE Sports Impact office number — 020 8971 9230

recommended and life jackets will be provided and are at Kings College School Boathouse, where refreshments ~ Thames Rowing Club is located on Putney embank-

compulsory to wear on the launch. will also be available. ment, a short walk from Putney Bridge underground or

Putney mainline station, 20 minutes from Waterloo.
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